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11.2

MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR GARDNER

That this Council recognises that a well-resourced and well-managed CCTV
system can play an important role as one of the key factors in tackling crime and
many forms of antisocial behaviour.

This Council notes that Hillingdon now has about 3000 CCTV cameras, surely
making it one of the best-provided Boroughs in London and that there have been
numerous examples of excellent work by the staff of the Control Room in catching
criminals as a result of close working with the local police.

However, this Council regrets that for an extended period there have been only a
few members of staff to monitor such a large number of cameras and that this is
making it impossible to provide effective monitoring.

The situation is becoming increasingly unacceptable with frequent instances of
only one member of staff on duty and occasions when residents have tried calling
there is nobody present at all and therefore one has to assume that the CCTV
room isn't covered 24/7, so, presumably, also calls from the police go
unanswered.

This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet to review, as a matter of urgency, the
level of funding needed to ensure the proper functioning of this service which is
vital for the safety and security of the local community. Surely a well-staffed CCTV
room will comply with Hillingdon’s strategic objective of providing safe & strong
communities and also being a digitally enabled modern council.

MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR MATHERS

That this Council welcomes and expresses its gratitude to the Labour
Government for stepping in to provide fairer local government funding, including
an increase of £126.7 million for Hillingdon - addressing years of underfunding
under the previous Conservative government - and enabling the Council to meet
its statutory responsibilities, invest in transformative services, and focus on
positive outcomes for residents rather than firefighting budget shortfalls.

That this Council recognises that this increased funding provides Hillingdon
Council with the opportunity to deliver long-term, outcomes-focused
improvements for residents, including:

Greater stability and resilience for frontline services

Enhanced capacity to protect vulnerable children and adults

Investment in community safety, public health, and preventative services
Reduced financial risk and stronger long-term sustainability for the Council

This Council notes that in the last settlement under the last Conservative
government, core funding power was cut by 7% in real terms, leaving councils like
Hillingdon under significant financial pressure.
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This Council therefore resolves to:

e publicly thank the Labour Government for its fair funding settlement and

e call on the Conservative-led local administration to use this funding
responsibly, focus on outcomes for residents rather than blaming them.

11.3 MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR TUCKWELL

That this Council unequivocally condemns the proposed changes to national and
London-wide planning legislation, which represent a direct threat to Green Belt
land, Metropolitan Open Land, and the long-term sustainability and character of
communities across the London Borough of Hillingdon.

These proposals amount to a centralising power grab that prioritises developer
interests over residents, weakens local democratic control, and undermines
decades of hard-won protections for open space and community infrastructure.

Council expresses grave concern at the following:

e« The unprecedented threat to Metropolitan Open Land, opening the door to
wholly inappropriate development on some of the borough’s most cherished
and irreplaceable open spaces, in direct contradiction to their intended
purpose and historic protections.

e The introduction of a sweeping default position in favour of development,
particularly around stations, which would expose large parts of Hillingdon to
high-density, unsuitable development imposed without proper local
consultation or accountability.

e Proposals for so-called emergency Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) relief
in London, which would encourage overdevelopment while stripping away
essential funding needed to support schools, healthcare, transport, and other
vital local infrastructure.

e« Proposed changes to the Mayor of London’s call-in powers, which would
allow City Hall to override the clearly expressed views of democratically
elected local councillors, riding roughshod over local decision-making and
silencing the voices of residents, making Hillingdon residents pay for the
Mayor’s failure to deliver housing in central London Zones 1& 2 where they
are desperately required.

This Council believes these proposals fundamentally undermine local democracy,
weaken environmental protections, and place intolerable pressure on already
stretched communities and infrastructure. Whilst the Council will respond to the
225 questions in the usual manner It also requests the Leader of the Council to
write urgently to the borough’s three Members of Parliament, demanding that they
publicly oppose these proposals, raise Hillingdon’s objections forcefully in
Parliament, and take all necessary steps to defend the borough’s residents,
communities, and green spaces from inappropriate and imposed development.

11.4 MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR EDWARDS
That this Council expresses its deep concern at the decision by the Home Office

last month to restrict local authorities’ access to data relating to the placement of
asylum seekers in taxpayer-funded accommodation.
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This decision is further evidence of the failure of the Government’s asylum and
immigration policy that is characterised by poor planning and a failure to work
transparently or constructively with local government and that has cost Hillingdon
taxpayers millions of pounds in unfunded demand pressures.

The Parliamentary Home Affairs Select Committee has reported that failure to
share of data on asylum seekers with Local Authorities limits their ability to plan
and respond to asylum seeker placements effectively. Where data on new
arrivals, move-ons, or transfers isn’'t shared in a timely and detailed manner it
makes it difficult for Councils to allocate resources in education, health, social
care or homelessness prevention, since authorities cannot anticipate demand
reliably.

The decision also damages trust in the Home Office, weakens accountability, and
irresponsibly risks fuelling community tensions at a time when the Government
should be focused on supporting local authorities, not sidelining them. Secrecy
and centralised decision-making do nothing to fix a broken asylum system and
instead place additional pressure on councils, frontline services, and local
residents as well as potentially harming the welfare of asylum seekers.

This Council, therefore, calls on the Government and the Home Office to urgently
reverse this decision, restore full transparency with local authorities and work in
genuine partnership with councils to deliver a fair, effective and properly managed
asylum system that commands public confidence.
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